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ARCHITECTURAL DYNAMICS
VAT - T AR R EDEHS
A CONVERSATION WITH JULIEN DE SMEDT
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© JDS Architects

Ff&E#%, Kiki. Crisis. The Japanese word for "crisis"
combines the meanings of "danger" and "opportunity"”.
These twin threads of criticality and optimism weave
through Agenda: Can we sustain our ability to crisis?, a
book documenting a year in the life of celebrated young
European architect Julien de Smedt and his architectural
practice JDS Architects. A year spanning the Lehman
shock and the Obama election, in which many of the
assumptions — financial, social, political, aesthetic —
underlying contemporary architectural production
radically shifted. A year of wrenching change.

On the occasion of his visit to Japan to launch this
book, LLLABO and Waseda Architecture join Julien de
Smedt in a conversation about creative practice under
conditions of rapid change. Borrowing vocabulary from
the physics of moving bodies, such as displacement,
velocity, acceleration, momentum, force, collision,
action, and reaction, the conversation aims to explore
the experience and responses to crisis and change in
contemporary architectural practice. A conversation, in
short, about architectural dynamics.

Julien De Smedt, founder and director of JDS Architects is
an award-winning designer and architect active globally. Born
in Brussels, he gained his diploma from the Bartlett School of
Architecture, and worked for OMA, Rotterdam before co-
founded PLOT with Bjarke Ingels in Copenhagen in 2001.
Winner of numerous prizes, including the Henning Larsen Prize
and the Maaskant Prize, Julien lectures and exhibited in cities
around the world. The second monograph of JDS Architects'
work, entitled Agenda: Can we sustain our ability to crisis?
was published by Actar in January 2010.
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Julien de Smedt
Founder, JDS Architects, in conversation with:

Julian Worrall
(Assistant Professor, Director of LLLABQ, Institute
for Advanced Study, Waseda University)

Bruno Peeters
(Architect-Professor, Sint-Lucas School of
Architecture, Belgium)

Norio Watanabe
(Ishivama Laboratory, Architecture Department,
Waseda University; Principal of METAVORTEX)

+ audience
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