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MAGIC ORGANIC

THOMAS HEATHERWICK'S SEED CATHEDRAL
AND OTHER WORKS OF WONDER

The most celebrated pavilion at the 2010 Shanghai
World Expo is undoubtedly that of the United Kingdom.
Designed by Heatherwick Studio, led by young creator
Thomas Heatherwick, the centerpiece of the pavilion is
the "Seed Cathedral," an extraordinary structure
consisting of 60,000 transparent acrylic rods each
containing seeds from the UK's Millennium Seed Bank
at Kew Gardens in London. The seeds draw attention to
the pioneering role that Britain has had in researching
natural solutions to human needs, while also suggesting
organic archetypes for the formal language of the
pavilion itself. The Seed Cathedral, along with all of
Thomas Heatherwick's works, offers an original
understanding of what the organic might mean for
architecture, one with great emotional power. A "magic
organic" architecture.

LLLABO is privileged to have Peter Ayres, the senior
architect leading the competition team for the Seed
Cathedral, speak to us about the work of Heatherwick
Studio, fresh from the opening of the UK Pavilion in
Shanghai last week.
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Peter Ayres

Senior Architect, Heatherwick Studio, London

Peter Ayres is a senior architect at Heatherwick Studio in
London. He led the design team that won the competition for
the UK Pavilion for the 2010 Shanghai World Expo.
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May 13, 2010 (Thurs) y 7:30pm - 9:00pm
B1F Studio, Building 57

Waseda University, Nishi-waseda Campus
3-4-1 Okubo, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo

Free entry - All welcome

Registration: www.lllabo.com




