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MYTHS AND HABITS IN THE IMPROVISED CITY
KRIJN CHRISTIAANSEN + CATHELIUNE MONTENS
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Public space constitutes both the receptacle of
common experience and a realm for encountering
difference. Its spaces are both banal and delightful;
both everyday and filled with contingency. Such
spaces form the primary field of action for Krijn
Christiaansen and Cathelijne Montens, two young
Dutch designers whose developing practice explores
the ways public spaces and landscapes are made
by, used by, lived in, transformed and shaped by
people. Their attention is directed not only to the
physical forms of the built environment, but also
encompasses the stories, myths, habits and
gestures that suffuse it.

Christiaansen and Montens' research and design
interventions have taken them beyond their native
Netherlands to Serbia, Romania, Indonesia, and,
most recently, to Japan. They are presently
conducting fieldwork research on the urban
landscape of Tokyo, drawing on urban observations
and interviews with inhabitants and users to tease
out themes and situations distinctive to Tokyo's
urbanism.

LLLABO is pleased to invite Christiaansen and
Montens to present and discuss their ongoing
research on Tokyo. In addition to sharing their
explorations and discoveries about Tokyo's public
spaces, we hope to foster a broader discussion
about landscape as a conceptual resource in
shaping urban spaces of encounter and interaction.

Krijn Christiaansen + Cathelijne Montens

Educated at Design Academy Eindhoven. Run a collaborative
design studio focussing on public space and landscape.
Stories, oral history, informal usage of space and the
connection between people and the man-made environment
form the starting points for projects. Work has been exhibited

in major museums in Netherlands and beyond.
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December 16, 2010 (Thurs) 18:30-20:30
2F Meeting Room 3, Building 55-S
Waseda University, Nishi-waseda Campus
3-4-1 Okubo, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo

Free entry - All welcome

HHEUAH:  www.lllabo.com
HREWEDHE: info@lllabo.com



